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The Life of a Swansea Policeman 

by Chris Amundson (April 2012) – my great grandfather 

Based on family history material gathered by the late-Mervyn V. Amundson (1927-2004) – grandson of Insp. REES. 
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John 

REES 

b:  20 Nov. 1849 

d:   1 Nov. 1931 

Mary Ann 

JENKINS 

b:   28 March 1854 

d:  5 Nov. 1933 

m 

Q4 
1871 

George Jones 

REES 

b: 1 March 1877 

d: 26 May 1962  

‘Jennie’ 

Sarah Jane Purnell 
HUGHES 

b:   13 Sept. 1878 

d:  18 Dec. 1964 

m 

4 April 
1900 

Alfred Leonard 

REES 

b:   11 Nov. 1904 

d:   5 April 1962 

Euphemia Doris 
REES 

b:   3 Jan. 1901 

d:   5 Sept. 1991 

abt. – about;  b – born;  bap – baptised;  ad – adopted;  m – married;  w – widow / widower;  d -- died 
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John REES:   the father of George Jones REES 

Born:    20 November 1849. 

Baptised:    10 August 1851. 

Son of:    Henry REES and Jane PERRIN. 

Married:    3 December 1871, to Mary Ann 

JENKINS. 

Known children: 1 March 1877, George Jones REES. 

During April – June 1872, Thomas 
Henry REES. 

Died:    1 November 1931, Swansea, 
Glamorganshire, Wales;  aged 82. 

Interred:    Grave 451E at Danygraig Cemetery 
Swansea. 

 

Later in life, John REES went to sea as a carpenter;  serving 
on board windjammers that rounded Cape Horn.   He also 

sailed in the Swansea barques Ogmore, Brighter Star, 
Stranger and Jessie Jameson.    

At the birth of their first child on 1 March 1877, George 
Jones REES, gave up the sea and became a shipwright at the 
Cambrian Dry Dock, Swansea.   At this time, they were living 
at 2, Williams Court, off High Street, Swansea. 

In 1872, their second son, Thomas Henry REES, was born.    

John REES worked until over 70, when ill health forced him give up. 

In January of 1890, when he and his wife lived in Clifton Rowe, Swansea, he applied for permission to be 
buried in Grave 451E at Danygraig Cemetery, in which an Ann Jenkins had been interred on 13 December 
1889.   This person was almost certainly his wife’s mother, Ann JENKINS. 

In 1909, John REES was Vice-Chairman of the Rule Committee of the Ship-construction and Shipwright Association Swansea.   He was also at 

one period, a founder member of the Old Ragged School Total Abstinence Society. 

It would appear that in the final years, John REES and his wife Mary Ann, lived in Park Place, Brynmill Swansea.    
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Mary Ann JENKINS:  the mother of George Jones REES 

Born:    28 March 1854 or possibly 1855. 

Baptised:    28 November 1855. 

Daughter of: Thomas JENKINS and Ann LEWIS. 

Married:    3 December 1871, to John REES. 

Known children: 1 March 1877, George Jones REES. 

During April – June 1872, Thomas Henry 
REES. 

Died:    5 November 1933, Swansea, Glamorganshire, 
Wales. 

Interred:    Grave 451E at Danygraig Cemetery Swansea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Mary Ann REES. 
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Family photograph… 

John REES         George Jones REES 

Mary Ann REES (nee JENKINS)  Thomas Henry REES 
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A Policeman is born… 
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George Jones REES:  

Born:    1 March 1877, at 2 Williams Court, off High Street, Swansea, 
Glamorganshire, Wales.  

Baptised:     Unknown. 

Son of:     John REES and Mary Ann JENKINS. 

Married:    4 April 1900 (aged 23), to Sarah Jane Purnell HUGHES (aged 21), of 
107, Rodney Street, Swansea. 

Known children:  3 January 1901, Euphemia Doris REES. 

11 November 1904, Alfred Leonard REES. 

Retired:     21 February 1924, Swansea, Glamorganshire, Wales 

Died:         26 May 1962, Swansea, Glamorganshire, Wales, Policeman;  aged 85. 

 

At age 13, he went to work for Watkins Wholesale Paper Merchants, 4 & 5, Rutland Street, 
Swansea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 12 months, on 14 March 1891, he left their 
employ of his own accord. 

 

 

 

Letter of reference from 
Watkins Wholesale Paper 
Merchants, 4 & 5, Rutland 
Street, Swansea. 
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On the 1 September 1891, he was 
apprenticed to William LEWIS (South Dock, 

Swansea), to learn the art and trade of a 
blacksmith.   During this period, he worked 
on the wrought iron gates of the Swansea 
Market, at the entrance from Oxford Street.    

Five years later, on 1 September 1896, he 
finished his apprenticeship.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Young George Jones REES. 
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Testimonials written for 
George Jones REES in 

December 1896. 
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Apparently, he did not pursue this trade, because on 8 January 1897, he joined 
the Swansea Borough Police Force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The young 
George Jones 

REES becomes 
a Policeman. 

The young 
Police 
Constable 
George Jones 

REES with a 
colleague. 
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Sarah Jane Purnell HUGHES   

Also known as:    ‘Jennie’ 

Born:        13 September 1878, at 107 (?) Rodney Street, Swansea. 

Baptised:      Unknown. 

Daughter of:     David HUGHES and Martha EVANS. 

Married:  4 April 1900 (aged 23), George Jones REES (aged 21), of 
107, Rodney Street, Swansea. 

Known children: 3 January 1901, Euphemia Doris REES. 

11 November 1904, Alfred Leonard REES. 

Died:    18 December 1964, at ‘Oakdale’, 42 Park Place, Brynmill, 
Swansea;  aged 86. 

Interred:      Unknown. 

She worked in Ben Evans Store as a seamstress.   At the time of their marriage, 
George was living at 40 Balaclava Street, St. Thomas Swansea.    

On 3 January 1901, their first child was born;  Euphemia Doris REES, possibly at 
107 Rodney Street.    

On 11 November 1904, their second child was born;  Alfred Leonard REES. 

In 1909, the family were living in the Police Station at 73, Norfolk Street, 
Swansea.   They resided here until sometime in 1915.    

When the Rees family left Norfolk Street, they moved to the Uplands Police Station 
in Gwydyr Crescent.   They remained there until at least the end of 1921, and 
possibly early 1922;  when they moved to 42 Park Terrace, Brynmill - later 
renamed Park Place.  

From here on her history is completely linked with that of her husband George, 
until he died on 26 May 1962.   She continued to live in ‘Oakdale’, after his death;  
being looked after by her daughter and husband, living in the same house.   She 
passed away on 18 December 1964, at the age of 86. 

The young ‘Jennie’ Sarah Jane Purnell HUGHES, 

before she married Police Constable George Jones 
REES.   This photograph was taken in May 1897. 
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George Jones REES (aged 23) and Sarah Jane Purnell HUGHES (aged 21) were married on 4 April 1900, at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church.   
George lived at 40 Balaclava Street, St Thomas, Swansea.   Sarah lived at 107, Rodney Street, Swansea.   She was normally known as ‘Jennie’. 
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In 1909, the family were living in the Police Station at 73 
Norfolk Street, Swansea.   They resided there until 

sometime in 1915.    

On the 10 November 1910, George Jones REES left 
Swansea with other members of the Constabulary to 
intervene in the riots that were taking place in Tonypandy, 

during the coal strike of 1910 / 11. 

The family memory is of a thoroughly unpleasant event for 
the Policemen involved. 

 

Note for photographs of Policemen 

It is worth commenting on the system of ranking and 
insignia seen in the photographs of the policemen. 

The meaning of the stripes on their arms is: 

 no stripe:  
 = less than 2 years’ service 
 one stripe:  
 = received on 2 years’ service, plus a pay increase 

 two stripes: 
 = received after 5 years’ service, plus a pay increase 
 three stripes: 
 = Sergeant. 

There was an upper limit for Constables;  at Merit Class.   
This is shown by two stripes and a Merit Class arm badge. 

(source:   information kindly provided by Ross Mather, 
South Wales Police Museum) 

 

 

 

 

On 3 January 1901, their first 
child was born;  Euphemia Doris 
REES.   She may have been born 
at their home at 107 Rodney 
Street.  

On 11 November 1904, 
their second child was born;  
Alfred Leonard REES. 
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Police Constable George Jones REES, front row, third from the right. 
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Group of Swansea Borough Police.  Barely visible are at least two police dogs in the front row – 1st and 4th from the right (front row).  
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Constable George Jones REES left a written note of the Tonypandy Riots. 

  

 

 

 

The 1911 Census records that George Jones REES boarded at the Turberville Hotel, Pen-y-Graig, in the 
Rhondda, during at least part of the disturbances. 
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1911 Census:   Sergeant George Jones REES appears in the Census (row 6), lodging with other Policemen who had been sent to 
Tonypandy during the riots.   He is one of two from Swansea Borough Police with five others from Glamorgan Police. 
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George Jones REES was one of a specially selected representative body of Welsh police who were at Caernarvon for the 1nvestiture of the 
Prince of Wales in 1911. 

It is known that by 1916, George had become a 
SERGEANT. 

 

Sergeant George Jones REES.   He appears to be 
wearing the 1911 King George V Coronation Medal.   
The badge on his upper arm is a Merit Class Badge, 
which shows he had served at least 5 years of service 
and was at the upper limit.   Just above his Sergeant 
stripes is a St John’s Ambulance qualification badge – a 
First Aid qualification. 

 

Sergeant George Jones REES.   
By the smile on his face, he 
looks as though he has just 
been promoted to Sergeant.   
Like so many of these 
photographs, the date and 
reason for them is not known. 
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Police dog training…. 

Sergeant George Jones REES in charge of a Police dog training exercise.   
It is not known whether this was taken before or after the exercise. 
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In full pursuit.   It looks as though it’s Sergeant George Jones REES doing the running. 
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Caught!   Sergeant George Jones REES gets his quarry. 
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Cornered! 
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Enthusiastic, isn’t he! 
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Don’t let sleeping criminals lie! 
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When the REES family left Norfolk Street, they moved to the Uplands Police 
Station in Gwydyr Crescent.   They remained there until at least the end of 

1921, and possibly early 1922;  when they moved to 42 Park Terrace, Brynmill.   
It was later renamed as Park Place.   This move may have come about after he 
became Inspector George Jones REES. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant George Jones REES.   
By the way he is smiling it looks 
as though he has just been 
made Sergeant.   As with most 
of these photographs, the exact 
date is unknown.  

Inspector George Jones REES.   
Note the elaborate uniform of 
the day.  

Inspector George Jones REES.   
The 1911 King George 
Coronation Medal prominent 
on his elaborate uniform.  

George Jones REES was 
awarded the 1911 King 
George V Coronation 
Medal;  date unknown. 
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The 1911 King George Coronation Medal awarded to Constable George Jones REES. 

Around the rim it reads:   P.C.89 GEORGE J. REES   SWANSEA POLICE 
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Inspector George Jones REES in charge, 19 days before he retired. 

Football match:   Aston Villa v Swansea Town, 2 February 1924;  score 2 – Nil.  
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All headgear off!   Inspector George Jones REES, fourth from the left, with colleagues.  



GJRees Police Story 01.docx 35    10 April 2012 29 March 2012 

 

Headgear on!   Inspector George Jones REES, fourth from the left, with colleagues.  
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On 21 February 1924, one week before attaining the age of 47, George retired from the Swansea Borough Police Force;  having served his 
allotted time in the force.   Thereafter, he never worked again;  being able to live comfortably on his pension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Certificate of discharge of Inspector 
George Jones REES after having 

completed his service.    

Note the reference to his exemplary 
service conduct. 
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Tools of the trade… 

…of Inspector George Jones REES.    

These belonged to him.  
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Official Notice 

for members of 
the Police 
Force who 

have retired. 
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After his retirement, he became more active with his hobby of breeding Roller Canaries, 
with the occasional Budgie.   He was frequently asked to judge at shows.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swansea ex-policemen at Llanwrtyd Wells. 

Insp. George Jones REES  PC D. John 

Insp. L. Williams     Sgt. Evans 

George Jones REES in retirement 
with bird cage 
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He was also a keen gardener with an allotment off Beechwood Road, near Sketty.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Jones REES  with a very 
large pumpkin.   Beside it is his 
grandson, Mervyn AMUNDSON.  
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Wartime life:   1939-1945, and its aftermath. 

Special Constable 
badges for use on 
civilian clothes. 
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Wartime brought 
rationing.   This is the 
1940 Ration Book of 
George Jones REES. 
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Swansea was badly hit 
during the Blitz. 
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…and how close it came. 

 

A hand drawn sketch by George’s 
grandson, Mervyn Vaughan AMUNDSON, 
a few days after a bomb destroyed the 

house opposite 42 Park Place. 

Reality… 

 

His grandson’s typed comments later in life. 
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…1943… 

Milk rationing… 

…and a recipe to double butter rations. 
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…after the war… 
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Post-war Park Place, Brynmill, Swansea. 

The van is almost certainly outside #42. 
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George Jones REES in retirement with his greenhouse. George Jones REES and his wife out walking. 

George and his wife in retirement. George and his wife late in life. 
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In later years, he was one of the founder members of the Old 
Age Pensioners Club at Brynmill Park, known as “The Sons of 
Rest”.   He was quite active until about three weeks before he 
died. 

A contemporary (undated) newspaper piece says: 

Ex-Police Inspector dies at 85 
MR. GEORGE JONES REES, a retired Swansea police inspector, 
has died at his home in Park-place, Brynmill, Swansea.   He was 
85. 

He retired more than 35 years ago. 

Mr. Rees had served in the uniformed branch and with the CID. 

STRIKE RIOTS 
He was in the party of Swansea police which was sent to the 

Rhondda district during the coal strike riots in 1910. 

He was also one of the specially selected representative body of 
Welsh police who were at Caernarvon for the investiture of the 
Prince of Wales in 1911. 

Mr. Rees was one of the founder members of the Old Age 
Pensioners' Club at Brynmill Park, the “Sons of Rest,” and was 
active in its interests for many years. 

After his retirement he became more active with his hobby, the 
breeding of cage birds, and he was frequently asked to judge at 
shows. 

He had been active up to about three weeks ago. 

Mr. Rees leaves a wife and a daughter. Mrs. Doris Amundsen, 

wife of Mr. Verley Amundsen 

of the South Wales Electricity Board. 

Headed note paper of the O.A.P. Club.   George 

Jones REES is Chairman.   Interestingly, this is a 
hand written record by George of some of the REES 
family tree.   Thanks to Sheila REES for this note. 
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The grave of George Jones REES and his wife 
‘Jennie’ in Oystermouth Cemetery. 


